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(3) the term ‘‘child abuse crime’’ means a 
crime committed under any law of a State 
that involves the physical or mental injury, 
sexual abuse or exploitation, negligent treat-
ment, or maltreatment of a child by any per-
son; 

(4) the term ‘‘child abuse crime informa-
tion’’ means the following facts concerning a 
person who has been arrested for, or has been 
convicted of, a child abuse crime: full name, 
race, sex, date of birth, height, weight, finger-
prints, a brief description of the child abuse 
crime or offenses for which the person has 
been arrested or has been convicted, the dis-
position of the charge, and any other informa-
tion that the Attorney General determines 
may be useful in identifying persons arrested 
for, or convicted of, a child abuse crime; 

(5) the term ‘‘care’’ means the provision of 
care, treatment, education, training, instruc-
tion, supervision, or recreation to children, 
the elderly, or individuals with disabilities; 

(6) the term ‘‘identifiable child abuse crime 
case’’ means a case that can be identified by 
the authorized criminal justice agency of the 
State as involving a child abuse crime by ref-
erence to the statutory citation or descriptive 
label of the crime as it appears in the criminal 
history record; 

(7) the term ‘‘individuals with disabilities’’ 
means persons with a mental or physical im-
pairment who require assistance to perform 
one or more daily living tasks; 

(8) the term ‘‘national criminal history 
background check system’’ means the crimi-
nal history record system maintained by the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation based on fin-
gerprint identification or any other method of 
positive identification; 

(9) the term ‘‘provider’’ means— 
(A) a person who— 

(i) is employed by or volunteers with a 
qualified entity; 

(ii) who owns or operates a qualified en-
tity; or 

(iii) who has or may have unsupervised 
access to a child to whom the qualified en-
tity provides child care; and 

(B) a person who— 
(i) seeks to be employed by or volunteer 

with a qualified entity; 
(ii) seeks to own or operate a qualified 

entity; or 
(iii) seeks to have or may have unsuper-

vised access to a child to whom the quali-
fied entity provides child care; 

(10) the term ‘‘qualified entity’’ means a 
business or organization, whether public, pri-
vate, for-profit, not-for-profit, or voluntary, 
that provides care or care placement services, 
including a business or organization that li-
censes or certifies others to provide care or 
care placement services; and 

(11) the term ‘‘State’’ means a State, the 
District of Columbia, the Commonwealth of 
Puerto Rico, American Samoa, the Virgin Is-
lands, Guam, and the Trust Territories of the 
Pacific. 

(Pub. L. 103–209, § 5, Dec. 20, 1993, 107 Stat. 2493; 
Pub. L. 103–322, title XXXII, § 320928(a)(3), (j), 
Sept. 13, 1994, 108 Stat. 2132, 2133.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1994—Par. (5). Pub. L. 103–322, § 320928(a)(3)(A), amend-
ed par. (5) generally. Prior to amendment, par. (5) read 
as follows: ‘‘the term ‘child care’ means the provision 
of care, treatment, education, training, instruction, su-
pervision, or recreation to children by persons having 
unsupervised access to a child;’’. 

Pars. (6), (7). Pub. L. 103–322, § 320928(j)(2), added pars. 
(6) and (7). Former pars. (6) and (7) redesignated (8) and 
(9), respectively. 

Par. (8). Pub. L. 103–322, § 320928(j)(1), redesignated 
par. (6) as (8). Former par. (8) redesignated (10). 

Pub. L. 103–322, § 320928(a)(3)(B), substituted ‘‘care’’ 
for ‘‘child care’’ wherever appearing. 

Pars. (9) to (11). Pub. L. 103–322, § 320928(j)(1), redesig-
nated pars. (7) to (9) as (9) to (11), respectively. 

TERMINATION OF TRUST TERRITORY OF THE PACIFIC 
ISLANDS 

For termination of Trust Territory of the Pacific Is-
lands, see note set out preceding section 1681 of Title 
48, Territories and Insular Possessions. 
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1 So in original. Probably should be followed by a period. 

Sec. 
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SUBCHAPTER I—FINDINGS, 
DECLARATIONS, AND DEFINITIONS 

§ 5121. Congressional findings and declarations 

(a) The Congress hereby finds and declares 
that— 

(1) because disasters often cause loss of life, 
human suffering, loss of income, and property 
loss and damage; and 

(2) because disasters often disrupt the nor-
mal functioning of governments and commu-
nities, and adversely affect individuals and 
families with great severity; 

special measures, designed to assist the efforts 
of the affected States in expediting the render-
ing of aid, assistance, and emergency services, 
and the reconstruction and rehabilitation of 
devastated areas, are necessary. 

(b) It is the intent of the Congress, by this 
chapter, to provide an orderly and continuing 
means of assistance by the Federal Government 
to State and local governments in carrying out 
their responsibilities to alleviate the suffering 
and damage which result from such disasters 
by— 

(1) revising and broadening the scope of ex-
isting disaster relief programs; 

(2) encouraging the development of compre-
hensive disaster preparedness and assistance 
plans, programs, capabilities, and organiza-
tions by the States and by local governments; 

(3) achieving greater coordination and re-
sponsiveness of disaster preparedness and re-
lief programs; 

(4) encouraging individuals, States, and local 
governments to protect themselves by obtain-
ing insurance coverage to supplement or re-
place governmental assistance; 

(5) encouraging hazard mitigation measures 
to reduce losses from disasters, including de-
velopment of land use and construction regu-
lations; and 

(6) providing Federal assistance programs 
for both public and private losses sustained in 
disasters 1 

(Pub. L. 93–288, title I, § 101, May 22, 1974, 88 Stat. 
143; Pub. L. 100–707, title I, § 103(a), Nov. 23, 1988, 
102 Stat. 4689.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This chapter, referred to in subsec. (b), was in the 
original ‘‘this Act’’, meaning Pub. L. 93–288, May 22, 
1974, 88 Stat. 143, as amended. For complete classifica-
tion of this Act to the Code, see Short Title note set 
out below and Tables. 
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